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‘New State Voting
Laws II: Protecting
The Right To Vote In
The Sunshine State’

WASHINGTON, D.C. US Senator Dick Durbin
(D-IL), Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Subcommittee on the
Constitution, Civil Rights and
Human Rights, has announced a
field hearing examining the
impact of Florida’s new voting
law, which restricts early voting
and makes it harder for thirdparty groups to help people
register to vote. The hearing will
be held on January 27 just days
before the Florida Presidential
Primary, at the Hillsborough
County Courthouse in downtown
Tampa.
A mong other things,
Florida’s new law reduces the
number of early voting days from
14 to 8, prohibits early voting on
the Sunday before an election,
and creates a series of new
administrative requirements for
individuals and volunteer organizations that register voters. These
new requirements and the hefty
fines associated with them have
led non-partisan organizations
like Rock The Vote and the
League of Women Voters to
indefinitely suspend all voter registration efforts in Florida. Other
witnesses will be announced at a
later date, but Florida Governor
Rick Scott has been asked to
testify.
“For more than half of the
life of our Republic, a majority of
Americans were not allowed to
vote. Fortunately, we learned
fro m thes e mis takes a nd
expanded the franchise and reach
of our democracy though six constitutional amendments,” Durbin
said. “Worryingly, a spate of
recently passed state voting laws
seemed designed to restrict
voting by making it harder for
millions of disabled, young,
minority, rural, elderly, homeless,

Governor Rick Scott
Appoints Glenton ‘Glen’
Gilzean To Pinellas
County School Board
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U.S. Senator Bill Nelson

and low income Americans to
vote. Protecting the right of every
citizen to vote and ensuring that
our elections are fair and transparent are not Democratic or
Republican values, they are
American values.”
“The fact is a number of
states including Florida have
made it harder for some people to
vote,” said U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson
(D-FL), who led a call for
the committee to investigate
Florida’s law. “We want to know
why this is happening.”
Over thirty states have new
or pending changes to current
voting laws. States seeking to
change their laws have passed or
proposed provisions that significantly reduce the number of early
voting days, require voters to
show restrictive forms of photo
identification before voting and
make it harder for volunteer
organizations to register new
voters. Supporters of these laws
argue that they will reduce the
risk of voter fraud. The overwhelming evidence, however,
indicates that voter fraud is
virtually non-existent and that
these new laws will make it
harder for hundreds of thousands
of elderly, disabled, minority,
young, rural, and low-income
Americans to exercise their right
to vote.
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TA L L A H A S S E E Governor Rick Scott announced
the appointment of Glenton G.
“Glen” Gilzean to the Pinellas
County School Board.
Gilzean, 29, of St.
Pet ers b u rg , h as b een t h e
executive director of Educate
To d a y I n c . s i n c e 2 0 0 9 .
Previously, he was a regional
field director for the Florida
Department of Education from
2 0 0 6 t o 2 0 0 9 . Gi l zean h as
served on the Florida
Dep art m en t o f E d u cat i o n
School Choice Parent Advisory

Committee and as chair of the
Hillsborough Head Start/Early
Head Start Policy Council. He
served on the legislative staff
for U.S. Senator Mel Martinez
and district staff for State
Representative Ed Homan. His
additional board membership
includes the National
F o u n d a t i o n f o r Te a c h i n g
Entrepreneurship, the Florida
A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ’s G a n g
Reduction Task Force and the
Florida Afterschool Network.
Gilzean is a member of the
Greater Tampa Chamber of

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Commerce and Cornerstone
Family Ministries. He received
a bachelor’s degree in biomedical sciences and a master’s
degree in entrepreneurship from
the University of South Florida.
“Glen’s commitment to
education was instilled in him
by his parents, who came to
this country from Jamaica,”
Governor Scott said. “He has
dedicated much of his life to
ensuring Florida students have
the opportunity to learn and
achieve in the classroom.”
Gilzean fills the vacancy

Governor Rick Scott, left, and
Glenton G. Gilzean

created by the death of School
Board Member Lew Williams
and will serve until November
19, 2012.

DNC Chair: GOP Candidates Using ‘Code
Words’ To ‘Out Right Wing’ Each Other
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

WAS HINGTON, D. C . ( Tr i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) –
Democratic National Committee
Chair Debbie Wasserman Shultz
says the racially “divisive”
language of the GOP field of
presidential candidates has been
deliberately crafted to appeal to
the right wing “Tea Party”
element of the Republican Party
in the GOP’s attempt to unseat
the nation’s first black president.
“I think comments like Newt
Gingrich made about President
Obama being the ‘food stamp
president’ - those are carefully
chosen words. The entire field
has been extremely divisive,”
S h u l t z s ai d i n a S u n d ay
afternoon telephone press conference. “They’ve spent this
entire primary season trying to
out right wing each other, using
ex t rem e an d o u t rag eo u s
language.”
Shultz held the phone conference as the candidates now
focus on the Florida primary
coming up Jan. 31. A Democratic
Congressional representative of
F l o ri d a, S h u l t z’s o p en i n g
comments were especially aimed
at former Massachusetts Gov.
Mitt Romney, the long-perceived
front-runner.
“As we saw in South
Carolina, voters are starting to
learn more about Mitt Romney
and they don’t like what they are
finding. They are learning he has
no core values, wants to play by
a different set of rules, will say
anything to get elected, and is
out of touch with the middle
class,” she said. “Voters want
someone they can trust, who
shares their vision and under-

stands their plight. And they are
finding that Mitt Romney is not
that person.”
But, Shultz showed no
favoritism. She also zeroed in on
Gingrich as a prime offender
among the Republican candidates when it comes to the
“divisive” language.
“Of course, the winner of
South Carolina is no better,” she
said. “Newt Gingrich wants to
balance our nation’s budget on
the backs of the middle class
while showering the wealthiest
with more tax breaks. During
this campaign he has used
divisive language to pander to
the Tea Party and take the focus
off of the real issues at hand.”
During questions and
answers, Shultz was asked to
expound upon her use of the
word “divisive.” She described,
“Language like the comments
like Newt Gingrich made, which
for people who pay close
attention and hear those
comments throughout their lives,
know the coded words that are
carefully chosen. And so, that
particular comment was one
example, but Newt Gingrich has
done a great job of using divisive
language and using code words
to be as extreme as possible for
his whole career – not unprecedented for him.”
Gingrich, former speaker of
the House, has a history of antagonism with black leaders. He
was recently lambasted by
NAACP President Benjamin
Todd Jealous after Gingrich said
during the New Hampshire
primary, “If the NAACP invites
me, I’ll go to their convention,
talk about why the AfricanAmerican community should

demand paychecks and not be
satisfied with food stamps.”
“It is a shame that the former
Speaker feels that these types of
inaccurate, divisive statements
are in any way helpful to our
country,” said Jealous. “The
majority of people using food
stamps are not AfricanAmerican, and most people
using food stamps have a job.”
Jealous added, “We invited
Speaker Gingrich to attend our
annual convention several times
when he was Speaker of the
House, but he declined to join us
… If he is invited again, I hope
that he would come, with the
intention to unite rather than
divide.”
According to U.S.
Department of Agriculture date,
more whites than blacks receive
food-stamp assistance. Whites
accounted for 34.4 percent of
food-stamp recipients in 2009,
compared to blacks who
accounted for 21.4 percent of
recipients, according to an
October 2010 USDA report
quoted by Jealous.
Jealous and other black
leaders have also assailed the Tea
Party, describing some of its
members as using “racist”
tactics, including racially
inflammatory language and
insulting images of President
Obama duirng its rallys.
The quest for the Republican
nomination of who will
challenge President Obama has
now split three ways. Former
Pennsylvania Sen. Rick
Santorum was belatedly declared
the winner in the Iowa caucuses,
Jan. 3, with 24.56 percent of the
vote. Romney prevailed in the
New Hampshire primary with

U. S. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Shultz

39.4 percent of the vote on Jan.
10. And Gingrich, in a surprising
come-from-behind victory, won
the South Carolina primary with
40 percent of the vote Jan. 21.
Libertarian, Rep. Ron Paul (RTexas) has not won a primary or
caucus, but vows to stay in the
race as long as he has a significant following.
With Gingrich, Romney and
Santorum now split between the
first three states, it appears the
r a c e i s l o n g f r o m o v e r.
Essentially anything could
happen between now and June
26, when the last primary is held
in Utah.
“Regardless of who becomes
the Republican nominee, all of
the candidates in the race support
the failed policies of the past that
drove us to the worst economic
crisis since the Great
Depression,” says Shultz.
“That’s not what the American
people want, and that’s why they
know that the clear choice in this
election is President Obama.”
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( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - Newt
Gingrich is playing
racial politics and he is playing to
win. First he says that Black
children should get jobs as janitors
(why not suggest they get the same
consulting contract he did at Freddie
Mac – I’m with Mitt Romney here,
what did Gingrich tell Freddie Mac
that was worth more than a million
dollars).
Then he says that he wants to tell
the NAACP that we should demand
jobs, not food stamps. He so bristles
at Fox commentator Juan Williams
that he gets a standing O in South
Carolina. And he has repeatedly
described President Barack Obama
as a “food stamp” President. It’s race
baiting, pure and simple, and few
have called him on it.
The true food stamp story goes
something like this. In 2006 just
26.5 million Americans received
food stamps. By 2011 the number
had spiked to more than 45 million
people. This has been the result of
the Great Recession that has left at
least 13 million people officially
unemployed for an average of 40

got a standing O by pandering to
raci al s t ereo t y p es . An d t h a t
pandering may well have propelled
him into victory.
Newt has managed to paint food
stamps as a black program, partly by
describing our president as a “food
stamps” president, and partly by
putting food stamps in context with
the NAACP. But Mr. Gingrich,
often touted for his intelligence,
must be bright enough to know that
most food stamp recipients are not
African American.
In d eed , acco rd i n g t o th e
Associated Press, 49 percent of food
stamp recipients are White, 26
percent are African-American, and
20 percent are Hispanic. Indeed,
some of the folks who gave Newt a
standing O are food stamp recipients,
but they chose to bond with Newt’s
racially coded messages instead of
their own economic reality.
Poverty has a different face than
it has ever had before. People who
used to have big jobs and fancy cars
are now struggling to make ends
meet. People who always struggled
are now strangling.
More than 2 million families
have doubled up in the past year
because they needed a family
lifeline to save their lives and their

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - The
Republican presidential primary in South Carolina
captured the news, but too little
attention has been paid to the state
itself. South Carolina reflects the
triumph of Dr. Martin Luther King
and the civil rights movement: Its
schools are desegregated; its public
facilities open to all, its economy
benefits from foreign investment; its
g o v e r nor is a f ema le Asia nAmerican.
B u t South Carolina a lso
reflects the limits of that victory
and the continuing reaction against
it. South Carolina shows how far
we have to go.
L a s t m onth, the Justic e
Department, enforcing the Voting
Rights Act, rejected as discriminatory South Carolina’s efforts to
suppress the vote by requiring
voters to show a driver’s license or
other limited official forms of photo

ID. Republicans are pushing these
laws in states across the country.
They claim they are needed to deter
voting fraud, but offer no evidence
of its existence. In fact, the laws will
disproportionately impact AfricanAmericans, Latinos and poor people
— who are less likely to have a
driver’s license. In South Carolina,
the DOJ concluded minority voters
would be 20 percent more likely to
be disenfranchised than white
voters. Now, South Carolina plans
to appeal the decision, seeking a
Supreme Court decision overturning parts of the Voting Rights Act,
Dr. King’s proudest triumph.
An anti-union state, South
Carolina adds to the “race to the
bottom” by offering employers cheap
captive prison labor. The largest dairy
farm in the state will be in a prison.
The state aggressively markets its
Prison Industries program to private
employers, offering to “lease”
prisoners or allow businesses to open
branches within prison gates.
According to the state
Department of Corrections, in one

program, prisoners making desks and
other office equipment for public
agencies can make “a wage of up to
35 cents an hour.” In another
program, the state negotiates with
private customers, and prisoners earn
from 35 cents to $1.80 an hour. And
in the Prison Industry Enterprise
Program, inmates produce goods for
private employers ranging from
apparel to cable wires. They are
supposed to be paid the “prevailing
wage,” and to not compete with
private workers. They are allegedly
paid from $5.15 to $10 per hour, but
must pay for their “room and board,”
and have up to 20 percent of their
wages confiscated to repay their
victims.
The next time you attend a graduation, remember that the gowns
worn by the graduates are likely to
have been made by South Carolina
prison labor. The main gown plant of
Jostens, a Fortune 400 company that
is the largest manufacturer of graduation gowns in the country, is in
Laurens, about 25 miles from the
Leath Correctional Facility, a 350-

The Weekly Challenger

worlds. More than 40 percent of
African American children live in
poverty. Newt Gingrich would
blame the poor for their situation,
but the economy that President
Obama inherited is an economy that
has thrust people into despair. Food
stamps are a lifeline for many. How
dare candidate Gringrich attack
President Obama for providing
relief to 45 million Americans!
Most food stamp recipients are
people who used to work, and they
would, frankly, rather be working
than receiving assistance. But they
have downsized their lifestyles,
their dreams, and their expectations.
They are waiting for the job market
to roar back. Half of the 45 million
are white, and some of them stood
to applaud Gingrich.
Do they really think that a man
who disdains the poor will provide
them with a lifeline? Do they really
believe that a man who is selling
wolf tickets to the NAACP is really
concerned with the well-being of
the least and the left out. The
poverty that too many Americans
experience is repugnant. The extent
to which politicians trivialize such
poverty is character revealing. Who
will put American back to work?
Who will alleviate poverty?

bed prison for women.
According to Josh Levine in a
1999 Perspective magazine article,
electronic-cable supplier Escod
Industries abandoned plans for a
facility in Mexico and moved to
South Carolina. The wages of South
Carolina prisoners undercut those of
Mexican sweatshop workers, and the
state offered to subsidize equipment
and industrial space.
South Carolina is a leader in this
area, but not alone. The U.S. locks up
more than 2 million people, more
than any nation in the world. One in
48 working-age men is behind bars.
A disproportionate number — 40
percent — are African Americans. As
Michelle Alexander reported in her
book, The New Jim Crow, more
black men are in prison or jail, on
probation or parole than were in
slavery in the 1850s.
The arc of history, Dr. King
argued, is long but it bends towards
justice. But as South Carolina illustrates, that bending requires constant
struggle. We’ve come so far, but
we’ve a long way to go.
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Who Gets Food Stamps?
weeks.
Those are the official numbers,
but they may be twice as high when
we consider the people who have
part time work and want full time
work and those who have dropped
out of the labor market because it
costs too much to look for work.
President Obama is not a food
stamps president; he is a president
who inherited an economic crisis.
Newt is being extremely disingenuous and extraordinarily racist in his
food stamps rap.
While about 14 percent of all of
us – one in seven – gets food
stamps, in some states the number is
as high as one in five. In South
Carolina, for example, poverty is
greater than it is in the nation and
18.2 percent of South Carolinians
get food stamps.
The number in Maine is 18.6
percent, in Louisiana 19.2 percent,
in Michigan 19.7 percent, in Oregon
20.1 percent, and in Mississippi
20.7 percent. Given the racial
dynamics in South Carolina, did
Newt decide to show out in a state
where there is more poverty than
elsewhere, and when the racial
resentments (remember I said
Confederate flag waving) don’t
need much fuel to turn to fire. He
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COMMUNITY NEWS
TyRon Lewis Gym Celebrates
Community Spotlight
Its Grand Re-Opening

ST. PETERSBURG - On
Saturday Jan. 14 the newly
renovated All People’s TyRon
Lewis Gym celebrated its
grand re-opening. The celebration program consisted of a
free personal training session,
door prizes, grand opening of
Smoothie Café, and live performances by Bella. Ghett
Real services were in attendance giving free HIV/AIDS
te st s and Healthy Start/
Healthy Families were also
present giving out different
health information.
There was a multitude of
presenters which included
Omali Yeshitela, leader of the
Uhuru Movement who talked
about the history of the gym.
City Council member Wengay
Newton, expressed support for
APEDF’s mission and the
TyRon Lewis Gym. Rebecca
Phillips who is the Health
Equity Officer and Community
Liaison with the Pinellas
County Health Department,
she spoke about taking
ownership of health.
Alma Kicklighter with
Ghett Real Services spoke
about HIV/AIDS awareness
and the importance of getting
tested.
Other presenters included
Claude Williams from the City
of St. Pete. Business

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Taj E. Adams
Honored Scout and Scholar

Wengay Newton speaks

Smoothie Bar

Assistance Center, who spoke
of the importance of
community based institutions
such as the Gym and Smoothie
Café to the overall economic
health of St. Petersburg. .
Raynetta Mobley, the successful owner of Simply Natural
Boutique spoke,
Elihu
Brayboy made a presentation
on economic development, and
Damon Reio held an incredible
seminar on Fat Loss.
The crowd was fascinated
by the marvelous renovation
the TyRon Lewis Gym experienced. With a small extension,
innovated and fresh paint job,
additional equipment, new
smoothie bar and courtyard,
everyone was mesmerized.
The TyRon Lewis Gym is
truly a gym personalized for
the African-American
community, with all the
equipment needed to get fit.
Me n, women, t een s an d
seniors are welcome. We have

personalized workouts and
nutrition plans that focus on
individual goals. We also have
a steam room to help you to
relax and soothe you muscles
after a workout.
The TyRon Lewis Gym is
located at 1327 MLK St. S. in
St. Petersburg. They are open
Monday through Friday 5 a.m.
- 9 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. noon. Take advantage of the
New Year special: join for one
month and get the second
month free.
The TyRon Lewis Gym is
part of the Wellness program
of the African People’s
Education and Defense Fund, a
non-profit 501C3 organization
which develops and institutionalizes programs to address
the grave disparities in
education, health, healthcare
and economic development
faced by African people, and
defends the human and civil
rights of African people.

Lorita Shirley Selected
To Lead Child Welfare Efforts
In Hillsborough County

CLEARWATER - Eckerd is
p l e a s ed to announce that
Florida native and long-time
Hillsborough resident Lorita
Shirley has been selected to
lead Eckerd’s communitybased child welfare efforts in
C i rc u it 13 ( H illsborough
County). Recently awarded the
Circuit 13 Community-Based
C a re ( CBC) Lead Agency
contract by the Florida
Department of Children and
Families, Eckerd will officially
take over the contract on July 1,
2012, overseeing a system of
care responsible for the safety,
well-being and permanency of
3,000+ Hillsborough children

and their families.
With more than 20 years
experience in the field of child
welfare and over 10 years in a
leadership role, Shirley was
a natural choice for the
position. As Executive
Director of Eckerd Community
Alternatives – the Circuit 6
CBC Lead Agency for child
welfare services in Pinellas and
Pasco counties – she led one of
the large st ch i l d wel fare
systems of care in the state and
has a proven track record of
bringing stability and improved
performance outcomes to
thousands of Florida’s children
and families.

Hillsborough, Pasco, Polk,
Hernando or Marion counties.
For store and donation site
locations, visit www.goodwillsuncoast.org or call toll-free 888279-1988.
To volunteer for BookWorks,
call Goodwill Community
Relations at 888-279-1988, ext.
1013 or 1976.
10 News/WTSP-TV, the
Tampa Bay Times, WMNF 88.5
FM Community Radio, and
WTRS Thunder Country radio in
Ocala are sponsors of Goodwill’s
book drive.
Goodwill’s BookWorks
program is designed to instill a
love of books and reading in
children from low-income households to prepare them to succeed
in tomorrow’s workforce.
Because early childhood literacy
is linked to later employability,
BookWorks supports Goodwill-

is a bit more complicated than I
thought it would be. I have now
recovered from any uneasiness,
and I expect to do well here.
College takes a different pace
than what was needed for high
school. Not only do I need to
study more, but I have to review
notes before I go to class every
day, not just some days. Don’t
worry. I am feeling optimistic,”
he continued.
Adams is biology major with interest in the
medical field. “I don’t know exactly what path I am
going to take,” mused Adams. “Both of my parents
are in the medical field. My dad is a pharmacist and
my mother is in nursing. I have thought about the
medical field as a practicing physician, but I am also
interested in getting involved in medical research. I
have actually considered following my dad into
pharmacy. That would help me in either of the other
fields,” he thoughtfully reasoned.
According to his parents and some members of his
church, Adams has always been very humble. They
feel that he has a heart for other people, especially
children. For a number of years, Adams spent his
summers studying and working with the Child
Evangelism program. He was a youth leader and
mentor. Much of his training for this program was at
Clearwater Christian College in Clearwater. He learned
the techniques and strategies needed to do outreach
and evangelism within the community. Starting
when he was 12, Adams studied each summer and
brought the knowledge back to his Church Youth
Group and his community. His actual title was
Junior Missionary. In addition to his missionary
work, he sang in the youth choir, participated in the
Mime/Drama Group, and the Outreach Ministries
Council. He is a life-long member of Southside
Tabernacle Baptist Church.

African American Heritage Trail
Committee Shares Plans
BY EMMA C. CAVIN

Lorita Shirley

Shirley will be replaced in
her role as Eckerd Community
Alternatives Executive Director
by Judith Warren, Eckerd VP of
Op erat i o n s fo r Nat i o n al
Programs and former Associate
Executive Director of Eckerd
Community Alternatives –
Pinellas and Pasco counties.

Goodwill Preschool Literacy
Program Needs Books
And Volunteers

ST. PETERSBURG - Help
bring the joy of reading to
children who may not otherwise
have books in their lives. A drive
to collect books for Goodwill’s
BookWorks preschool literacy
program starts Feb. 1 and runs
through March 14. Please
consider donating new or likenew books for children ages 2-5,
or volunteering for the program.
Throughout the year, volunteers for Goodwill’s BookWorks
program read to children at Head
Start centers and then present
each child with a personalized
book to take home. Last year, the
program put more than 31,000
books into the hands of preschool
children from needy families.
To donate books, attach a
note indicating they are “For
BookWorks” and drop them off at
any Goodwill-Suncoast store or
d o n a tion s ite in Pine llas,

On meeting him, Taj Adams appears to be an
ordinary teenager, doing what his friends and classmates are doing. But ordinary is something he definitely is not. Looking at his school records, his
summer activities, and his achievements over the past
eight years or so, one can see that there is substance to
this young man. He has goals, and he is not afraid to
pursue them! At home, in the community, and at
school, he has marched to a different drummer while
staying in line with his peers.
The second son of Edgar and Vienna Adams, Taj
Adams was born and reared in St. Petersburg. He
graduated from St. Petersburg Catholic High School.
There, he enjoyed performing in the drum line at
football games and at special school rallies. The quiet
demeanor belies the fact that he participated in four
musical productions and played a main character in two
of them. He was also the vice president of the National
Art Honor Society, and was inducted into the National
Thespian Honor Society. To further top it off, Adams
was recognized as an honor graduate of his class.
His most recent honor is actually a benefit of his
community activities while he was still in high school.
Adams is the recipient of the Hubert “Bud” Rutland,
III scholarship in the amount of $5.000. Established in
honor of the late Leroy Prothro, a noted Scoutmaster
and mentor for more than three decades, this scholarship is awarded to the Boy Scout who best exemplifies
the qualities Mr. Prothro represented. Adams was
selected based on his leadership ability, scouting
record, participation in non-scouting activities, and
scholastic strength. He is an Eagle Scout from Troop
218; the first from his troop to receive this honor.
Would you believe,” asked Adams, “That they flew a
flag over the United States Capitol and sent it to me?”
I believe it and offer congratulations for the honor!
Now a freshman at Florida A&M University,
Adams continues to excel. “I really love the college
experience,” said Adams. “The first semester was a
little bumpy, because I was getting adjusted. The work

Suncoast’s mission of helping
people achieve their full potential
through the dignity and power of
work.
Go o d wi l l In d u s t ri es Suncoast was founded in St.
Petersburg, Fla. in 1954, and is
one of the largest and most
effective Goodwill organizations
in the world. The organization's
successful donated goods retail
operation helps support its human
services in 10 counties, including
em p l o y m en t an d t rai n i n g
services, training centers for
people with disabilities, affordable apartment communities, and
community corrections
programs. Goodwill is consistently ranked among the nonprofits
most deserving of support based
on the high percentage of revenue
allocated to its programs. For
m o re i n fo rm at i o n , v i s i t
www.goodwill-suncoast.org.

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Tuesday morning meeting of the
African American Heritage Trail
Steering Committee brought
together a committee of St.
Petersburg residents interested in
the history of St. Petersburg’s
African American communities, a
research team from the University
of South Florida, and City of St.
Petersburg Staff members who
have the task of promoting the
physical and economic development of all sections of our city.
The goal of this group is to
research and choose sites that will
convey stories about the African
American history and culture in St.
Petersburg. At this point, the
committee has developed a list of
places along the 22nd street
“cluster”, both standing and now
demolished, that have significance. Aimee Angel and
Kim Hinder, from the Planning
and Economic Development
Department, presented a detailed
and updated list of sites for which
they have created a brochure and
maps. Derek Kilborn is developing a new website for the exchange
of information directly related to
and only used by this project. The
aim is to expand the project to
include sites from Methodist
Town, the Bill Gregory properties,
the Gas Plant Area, and any other
areas that may be determined as
significant to the history of African
Americans all along the trail.
S t a r t i n g i n F e b r u a r y,
workshops for Community
Outreach/ Involvement/Input will
be conducted at the Enoch Davis
Center by Dr. Evelyn Phillips. At
the first workshop on February 16,
community members will get the

From left to right, Aimee Angel,
Kim Hinder and Gwendolyn Reese

opportunity to make site nominations and provide information
about those nominations. On that
day and thereafter, nomination
forms will be available to the
public.
The workshops will
provide the criteria used in determining which sites should be
selected and how to provide
credible information about those
sites. Specific criteria for the nominations and submission of information will be explained and made
available at the Enoch Davis
Center as well as the website.
General information about the
project can be found at
www.stpete.org. Specific dates
and times for other African
A m e r i c a n H e r i t a g e Tr a i l
workshops and meetings will be
available through the website,
local newspapers, radio stations,
and the St. Petersburg Together television show monthly until the
project is completed.
City of St. Petersburg staff
members also presented the steps
that must be taken, the timeline,
and the type of communication
needed to bring this dream to a

state of reality. They see this
project as one that can be enjoyed
by citizens and tourists throughout
the city, once it is completed.
Shrimatee Ojah-Maharaj, from the
Business Assistance Center,
noted that the neighborhood
Associations will be asked to help
in seeking out individuals who
know the history of the area in
which they live or lived, prior to
the demolition and rebuilding of
an area. “Oral history is very
important,’ said Ojah-Maharaj.
“We are calling those citizens who
help with this the ‘Friends of the
Trail.’ Friends may include people
who are interested in researching
and preparing information as well
as those who are interested
volunteer time and providing
funds. It would be wonderful to
get students from local schools
involved in this project,” she
noted.
Gwendolyn Reese is the
committee chairperson and Jon
Wilson is the co-chair. Dave
Goodwin, Director of Planning
and Economic Development
presided over Tuesday’s meeting.
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Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Join
With Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority To
Present The AKA Akademy Open House

BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG – On
Jan. 11 the level of excitement at
the Enoch Davis Center was captivating with the anticipation of
the night’s guest speaker, fourstar General Lloyd W. Newton,
USAF (RET). The ladies of
Alpha Kappa Alpha and the men
of Omega Psi Phi held an open
house for the boys and girls they
serve in the greater St. Petersburg
area. The night would witness a
dynamic speaker in General
Newton but also served as a
prelude to the up-coming movie
“Red Tails”; a true to life movie
about the Tuskegee Airmen’s
during World War ll. General
Lloyd W. “Fig” Newton, as he is
fondly called by family and
friends the world over; is a man
of vast knowledge and experi-

ence. He is best known for being
the first African American Pilot to
join the U S Air force Aerial
Demonstration Squadron, the
famous Thunderbirds. General
Newton, spoke of his many
accomplishments during his time
in the Air Force and in civilian
life. His central theme was that he
was blessed to have had an Air
force career that afforded him the
opportunity to see the world
while flying some of the fastest
air planes known to man; such as
the F-16 and the F-117 stealth
fighter. In 1998 General Newton
was inducted into the South
Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame,
his birth state and in 2005, he was
appointed by President George
Bush to serve as a commissioner
on the Defense Base Realignment
and C losure Co m m i s s i o n .
General Newton would in 2009
be appointed by President Barack
Obama to serve as a commission-

General Lloyd W. Newton center
standing with the men of Omega

er for the White House Fellows
Program. While the youth in the
audience was spellbound at his
many accomplishments, General
Newton used the opportunity to
remind them that being sincere
about their studies and having a
desire to accomplish their dreams

was a formula for success. A
graduate of Tennessee State
University he articulated the need
for youth to have strong mentors
in their life early such as those
provided by the AKA Akademy.
General Newton is married to the
former Elouise Morning.

Sanderlin Students Prepare To Eat Healthier

BY NIKKI SMITH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - The
James B. Sanderlin IB World
School held a groundbreaking
ceremony for its Edible Peace
Patch Garden on Saturday, Jan. 21.
Throughout the next two
weeks, volunteers will place
tomatoes, lettuce, broccoli, beans
and other cruciferous plants in the
garden. More than 70 people came
out on the first day to help start the
community garden.
The University of South
Florida St. Petersburg Student
Philanthropy Board in December
2011 awarded the Peace Patch a
$5,000 grant for the garden. Home
Depot on 22 Avenue South and
Lowes in Pinellas Park donated
spade shovels, wheel barrels and
gloves for the ground-breaking
event. Mulch and logs were
donated from the city brush site

near Sanderlin.
Keri Webster, a Title I instructor at Sanderlin Elementary, said
the garden should promote healthy
eating habits. Children will not
only learn about how plants grow,
but also witness the scientific
processes of growth. She said the
garden will encourage the children
to become life-long healthy eaters.
Webster said Sanderlin is
incorporating the garden into the
curriculum starting in Pre-K.
Denise Miller, principal of
Sanderlin Elementary, said “It’s
very much about making the world
a better place; about how we
interact with the earth. Do we give
back? I’m really getting kids to
think about our impact, essentially
the carbon footprint. We may not
use all those words with kids but
conceptually that’s what we’re
talking about.”
Joe Esposito works for the
Peace Patch. He said about four
years ago Kip Curtis, assistant

professor of Environmental
Studies at Eckerd College, started
a garden at Lakewood Elementary
School that blossomed. The
Lakewood garden supports
teaching science education, math
and some reading.
“One of the side effects was
that the kids desired to eat the food
that they were growing; so all of a
sudden they wanted to eat
healthier,” Esposito said.
Since the desire to eat healthier
is growing since the initial Peace
Patch Garden at Lakewood, a full
scale commercial garden was built.
The Edible Peace Patch
Garden got its name from Curtis
and his group. Plans for opening
three more gardens within the
next year at Campbell Park
Elementary, Melrose Elementary
and Gibbs High School are
currently in the making.
S i m i l ar t o L ak ewo o d
Elementary, Sanderlin will have a
spring harvest where the parents

Election Day.
WHERE
State law requires that
voters vote in the precinct in
which he/she resides. If you
have moved, you are required to
vote in your new home precinct.
Some polling places have
changed. Voters are encouraged
to confirm their polling places
by visiting www.votepinellas.com
or calling (727) 464-VOTE.
HOW
Bring photo and signature
identification with you to the
polls to avoid delays and extra
paperwork. Anyone without
valid and current photo and
signature ID can vote a provisional ballot. The canvassing
board will later determine the
validity of any provisional
ba llots. Va lid p ro v i s i o n al
ballots will be included in
official election results.
A change in election law
now requires voters who make
out of county address changes
at the polls vote a provisional
ballot, except for active
military voters and their
families. Address changes can
be made by calling 464-VOTE
(8683) or emailing

election@votepinellas.com;
include date of birth.
- Name and party changes
may be made by sending a
signed, written statement to the
S u p erv i s o r o f E l ect i o n s ;
include date of birth or voter ID
number. However, the deadline
to make party changes for this
election was January 3 (29
days prior to the election). Any
updates, including signatures,
can be made by completing and
signing a voter registration
ap p l i cat i o n , av ai l ab l e at
www.votepinellas.com, and
returning it to the Supervisor of
Elections.
EARLY VOTING
Early Voting continues
through 4 p.m. Saturday,
January 28 in all three
Elections Offices: MondayFriday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Check early voting wait times
online at www.votepinellas.com
MAIL BALLOTS
Mail ballots may be picked
up or voted in person at
any Elections Office through
Election Day. Ballots must be
received by 7 p.m. January 31
in any of the three Elections

Courtesy of

Saturday through Monday, Jan. 28-30 - Art Festival
Beth-El - Art Festival Beth-El is an invitational, judged,
indoor exhibit and sale of original artwork including
painting, photography, mixed media, glass, sculpture,
metal, wood, ceramics, and jewelry. Temple Beth-EL is
located at 400 Pasadena Avenue South St. Petersburg, FL
33707 Please feel free to contact the Temple for more
information, (727) 347-6136 or visit www.templebethel.com. Saturday, Jan. 28 -7-10 p.m.; Sunday, Jan. 29 11
a.m. - 5 p.m.; Monday, Jan. 30, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 28 - Saturday Guided Hikes, Weedon
Island Preserve. 1800 Weedon Dr. N.E. 9 to 11 a.m. Every
Saturday. Guided hikes through coastal mangrove and
upland ecosystems of the Preserve. Join us to learn about
the coastal environment and the early residents of Weedon
Island Preserve. Be sure to bring water and a snack for this
two-hour hike. A hat and closed-toe shoes are also recommended. Pre-registration required. Reserve your space by
2 pm on the Friday prior to the tour of choice. This event is
free and open to the public. Pre-registration is required.
Recommended ages: 6 and up. Visit www.pinellascounty.org/environment or call 727-453-6500.
Sunday, Jan. 29 - Music Fest by the Bay. Courtyard by
The Bay The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1-4 p.m. Every
Sunday The Pier hosts a new musical act for your listening
pleasure at the Waterside Courtyard. Visit www.stpetepier.com or call 727-821-6443.

Sanderlin Elementary
breaks ground to plant
Peach Patch Garden

and students come together and
enjoy eating the fruits and vegetables from the garden.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate journalism students. NNB serves
Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community
news, call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at
nnbnews.com

Last-Minute Reminders For Jan. 31
Presidential Preference Primary
And Municipal Elections

PINELLAS COUNTY Pinellas County Supervisor of
Elections
Deborah
Clark
encourages citizens who plan
to vote in the January 31
Presidential Preference
Primary and Municipal
Elections to remember the
following information to make
Election Day go smoothly:
WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO
VOTE
Only the Republican Party
is having a presidential primary
election. Florida is a “closed
primary” state; only registered
Republicans are eligible to vote
for the Republican presidential
nominee.
All registered voters in the
five municipalities conducting
elections (Clearwater, Kenneth
City, Safety Harbor, Tarpon
Springs and St. Pete Beach Districts 1 and 3) on January 31
may vote in their respective
nonpartisan elections.
The deadline to register to
vote and change political party
affiliation was January 3 (29
days prior to the election).
WHEN
Polling places will be open
fro m 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Offices or ballot dropoff sites
in order to be counted. Mail
ballots cannot be accepted at a
precinct polling place. Visit
www.votepinellas.com for a
list of ballot dropoff sites.
Ballot dropoff sites are
av ai l a b l e t h r o u g h 7 p . m .
E l e c t i o n D a y. C h e c k
www.votepinellas.com for
days, locations and hours.
A voter who requests a
mail ballot but later decides to
vote at the polling place instead
may bring his/her ballot to the
polling place to be cancelled
and then receive a new ballot to
vote at the polls.
OTHER INFORMATION
No political activity or
campaign signs are allowed
inside the polling place or
within 100 feet of the polling
place entrance. Exit polling is
permitted in designated areas
as voters are leaving the polls.
No photography is allowed
inside the polling place.
Sample ballots may be
viewed at www.votepinellas.com.
If you have any other
election-related questions,
please call the Elections Office
at (727) 464-VOTE (8683).

If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising Sales Representative

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats for
advertising. Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Special Rates
Apply to Early
Reservations!
CALL TODAY!
727-896-2922
Black History Month Edition FEBRUARY 16, 2012
DEADLINE TO RESERVE AD SPACE: MONDAY, FEB. 13

CALL TODAY OR EMAIL
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
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Caring
for the

Soul

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

On January 27, 2011, “Caring for the
Soul” was born. The column came into being
after I had a brief discussion with Ms. Dianne
Speights at one of the local IHOPs. I informed
Ms. Speights that I wanted to write a column
and she requested that I send her something.
Evidently the column I sent was okay because
it was printed the next week. I appreciate Ms.
Speights and The Weekly Challenger staff.
They give me an opportunity to share my
thoughts and ideas with a community of loyal
readers.
I also appreciate all of you who read my
column each week. Even though I missed a
few deadlines over the course of the year, you
waited for me to submit the next column and
read it. Some of you offer me encouragement

by sharing your thoughts and telling me to
keep writing. Some of you have said you look
forward to reading each week. Thank you for
your kind words.
2011 was a challenging year for me.
Writing “Caring for the Soul” was an anchor.
All of you who read the column were my
anchor as well. Your compassionate words
and prayers mean the world to me. So this
week I want to thank you for allowing me to
use one of my gifts in service to you. I also
want to thank you for allowing me to care for
my soul by writing. Written words mean
nothing if there is no one to read it. Thanks for
reading and commenting. I appreciate all of
you. And Ms. Speights, thanks again for the
opportunity.

Community Wellness Expo

ST. PETERSBURG - Let’s
make St. Petersburg a healthier
community together. Make a
day of fun, fitness and health at
the St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation Community
Wellness Expo Saturday, Feb.
18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Wi l l i s S. J ohn Recrea tion

Center located at 6635 M.L.
King Jr. Street North.
You’ll be inspired by educational wellness presentations
with live healthy cooking and
fitness demos. Vendors focus
on health and wellness with
valuable health information,
free vision and blood pressure

screening. Enjoy a family fun
area with a rock wall, inflatable games, raffles, prizes &
more. Open to all ages. Free
event sponsored by
Communities Putting
Prevention to Work Pinellas
and community partners. 727892-5994 for more info.

Lakewood High School Student
Wins National Award

ST. PETERSBURG - Kyla
Kolb, a student at Lakewood High
School’s Center for Advanced
Technologies, has received the
2012 NCWIT Award for
Aspirations in Computing. The
award, sponsored by Bank of
America and the National Center
for Women and Information
Technology (NCWIT), recognizes young high school women
for
their
computing-related
achievements and interests as part
of an effort to encourage more
young women to choose careers
in technology.
Kyla is one of 35 award
winners nationwide selected for
their outstanding aptitude and
interest in information technology
and computing, solid leadership
ability, good academic history,

and plans for post-secondary
education.
“Encouraging young
women’s interest in technology
careers is critical,” said Lucy
Sanders, CEO and Co-founder
of NCWIT. “Our workforce
needs their creativity and their
innovation.”
Pete Oberg, CAT program
coordinator, describes Kayla as an
excellent example of what
students can accomplish through
dedication, guidance, and vision.
“I am glad the staff and program
have given her the opportunity for
this wonderful accomplishment,”
Oberg said.
The Center for Advanced
Technologies is a magnet program
housed at Lakewood High
School. Curricular offerings

within the Center include mathem at i cs , s ci en ce, co m p u t er
education, multimedia applications and research. The Center
opened in 1990.
The National Center for
Wo m e n a n d I n f o r m a t i o n
Technology is a coalition of more
than 300 prominent corporations, academic institutions, government agencies, and nonprofits
working to increase women’s
participation in information
technology. NCWIT’s work
spans K-12 and higher education
through industry and academic
careers.
For more information, contact
Pete Oberg, Lakewood CAT coordinator, 727-893-2916. More
information on NCWIT can be
found at www.ncwit.org.

Robert Bullard

(AP Photo/Ric Feld)

When Lisa Jackson took
her seat as the first AfricanAmerican administrator of the
Environmental Protection
Agency, she made sure in her
first year to consult with
Bullard, who is considered the
“f a t h e r o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l
justice.”
When the U.S. was gearing
up for the United Nations
Climate Change Conference in
Copenhagen, top policymakers
conferred with Bullard on how
to best create policy that
protects vulnerable communities. Bullard was part of a team
of African-American leaders
sent to Copenhagen by the
widely influential Joint Center
for Political and Economic
Studies. And when the NAACP
publicly addressed global
warming in launching their
Climate Justice Initiative, it
was Bullard they consulted to
help them design it.
All said, as the U.S.

embarks upon huge technological shifts, history-making legislation and regulatory upgrades
for the 21st century, Bullard is
actively playing a key role in
keeping the lives of minorities
and the impoverished a chief
priority.
This is not new territory for
Bullard. For three decades he’s
been publishing reports and
books that have spelled out
precisely where environmental
dangers lay, and how black and
Latino families are often
steered to live near those toxic
hotspots.
Back during the Clinton
administration, Bullard was
instrumental in having the
president grant Executive
Order 12898, which obligated
the government to incorporate
environmental justice for
minorities into the practice of
more than a dozen agencies.
Bullard also helped establish
the
EPA’s
Office
of
Environmental Justice.
He currently runs the
Environmental Justice
Resource Center at Clark
Atlanta University where he’s
been instructing emerging

green-minded citizens by
matching hard science with
community application, and
environmental stewardship
with civil rights sensibilities.
Advocates commonly associated with environmental
leadership, such as Majora
Carter and Van Jones, simply
would not have been able to
lead their movements today
without the foundation established by Bullard. He continues
to play a pivotal role in the
challenges ahead in terms of
climate change. As he said in
the November’s edition of the
Jo u r n a l o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Justice, “As new climate policy
is implemented, we have to
make sure that equity and
justice are brought to bear,
because the communities that
are hit worst, first, longest, and
hardest in terms of climate
change are the same communities that are also hit hardest,
worst, and longest by other
en v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s ,
whether they are air quality and
other types of hazardous waste
or pollution, [or] lead
poisoning.”

Statewide Elections
Association Offers College
Scholarship

CLEARWATER- If you are
a college junior or senior
majoring in political science,
public administration or
business administration, journalism or mass communications at an accredited Florida
college, you may be eligible for
a scholarship!
The Florida State
Association of Supervisors of
Elections, comprised of the 67
county supervisors, will award
a $1,200 scholarship this year
to an eligible student.
“The cost of a college
education continues to increase
every year, and I know there are

students who could use this
scholarship from our state association,” said Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark.
Applicants must be registered voters who have lived in
Florida at least two years and
must have maintained a “C”
average or above during the
past year.
Other requirements such as
letters of recommendation and
financial information are listed
on the scholarship application
and in the scholarship guidelines, which are available for
download at www.votepinel-

las.com.
Applications should be
submitted in the county in
which the student is registered
to vote.
Scholarship applications
must be received by 5 p.m.
March 19 in any Pinellas
County Supervisor of Elections
office: 315 Court St., Room
117, Clearwater; 13001 Starkey
Rd., Largo; or 501 1st Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg.
For a mailed application
or additional information,
please call the Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections office
at (727) 464-6108.

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621
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ENTERTAINMENT
Heart & Soul Magazine
Purchased By Group That
Includes George Curry

WASHINGTON, D.C. (TriceEdneyWire.com) - Heart &
Soul magazine, an 18-year-old
national wellness publication, has
been purchased by Brown Curry
Detry Taylor & Associates, LLC
(BCDT), a media content
company based in Silver Spring,
Md., that includes former Emerge
Magazine Editor-in-Chief
George Curry, according to a
press release.
Clarence I. Brown, BCDT
president and CEO, has
announced that the company
acquired all assets of Heart &
Soul Enterprises, LLC, the parent
company of the magazine, from
its owner, Edwin V. Avent, a
Baltimore-based businessman.
“We are excited about our
acquisition of this important
brand and readers will quickly
notice a revamped, first-rate print
edition and more engaging digital
version of Heart & Soul,” said
Brown in the release. “We will
focus on repositioning the brand
back to fitness, health and
wellness and broadening the
content, the audience, and the
advertisers.”
Heart & Soul has historically
targeted African-American
women. In one of its first moves,
BCD T will br oa de n the
magazine’s audience to include
all women of color, one of the
fastest growing segments in the
nation. Racial and ethnic minorities constituted 91.7 percent of
the U.S. population growth
between 2000 and 2010 and are
projected to make up a majority
of the country’s population by
20 4 2. By br oadening its
audience, Heart & Soul becomes
the only national publication that
targets multicultural women ages
21 to 55 in the health, fitness and

wellness category.
“When you look at the statistics and see the significant health
disparities that exist between
Caucasian women and women of
color, you look for ways to close
those health gaps,” Brown
explained. “Women of color are
disproportionately affected by a
number of diseases and health
conditions and many of those
problems can be avoided or
minimized through optimizing
nutrition and regular physical
activity. Heart & Soul will
provide readers valuable information, expert advice and
relevant resources that will help
reduce the disparities and
improve the lives of all women of
color.”
BCDT, which stands for
Brown, Curry, Detry and Taylor,
was formed by four highlyrespected media and marketing
veterans: Clarence I. Brown,
George E. Curry, Patrick H. Detry
and Pamela E. Taylor. All the
principals have past ties to Heart
& Soul. Brown was responsible
for daily management of the
magazine when it was owned by
BET, Curry was editor of Emerge
when Heart & Soul was part of
the BET magazine group and
Detry and Taylor provided consulting services to Edwin Avent,
the former owner.
Curry, who also served
as editor-in- ch i ef o f t h e
National Newspaper Publishers
Association News Service, will
serve as executive vice president;
content and editorial director of
the magazine, according to
Journal-isms. Former Latina
magazine editor-in-chief Sandra
Guzman will serve as top editor
of the magazine. Kendra Lee is
remaining as executive editor and

Love Sung In The Key Of Aretha

George Curry

Debra Moore, associate art
director at Emerge when Curry
was editor-in-chief in the 1990s,
is creative director. Yanick Rice
Lamb, the previous editor-inchief, is now editor-at-large.
Cu rry i s ex ecu t i v e v i ce
president/content and editorial
director, Journal-isms reports.
“It h el p s t h at al l o f u s
are familiar with our new
acquisition,” explained Brown.
“Because we have a history with
Heart & Soul, we are uniquely
positioned to take it to a higher
level.”
Heart & Soul was first
published in 1993 as part of a
joint venture between Reginald
Ware and Rodale Press. It was
later owned by BET, Vanguarde
Media and, more recently, Edwin
V. Avent. The new owners have
relocated the magazine’s headquarters from Baltimore to Silver
Spring, Md.
M.A. Graham & Associates
was responsible for identifying
and attracting the capital to
complete the transaction. Garland
Group LLC provided financial
services support during the acquisition.

Living in the Tampa Bay area is simply great,
especially, if you’re physically active and interested in
the Arts. In St. Petersburg alone there are several points
of interest to visit and or participate in. For instance, the
City of St. Petersburg offers the Dali Museum, Florida
International Museum, Museum of Fine Arts and the
Holocaust Museum. Other attractions include Sunken
Gardens and the St. Petersburg Pier. As for theater and
performing arts in St. Petersburg, there is American
Stage and the Mahaffey Theater. For sports enthusiasts,
there is Derby Lane, Tampa Bay Rays, and Florida
Power Park, and for those who enjoy outdoor
adventure there is Sunshine Skyway Fishing Pier,
Dolphin Landings, and the Boyd Hill Nature Park.
These are just a few of the attractions in the area; there
are many more, including various annual festivals that
are held in other parts of Tampa Bay.
This week, I focus on what I believe to be one of the
area’s artistic gems in the form of the Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe. Headquartered less than an hour away
in Sarasota, they are a group of young AfricanAmerican men and women who are making a name for
themselves in the world of stage and music.
Mutually spearheaded by founder and Artistic
Director Nate Jacobs, Julie Leach, President of the
organization, and a dedicated board of directors, their
mission is to produce plays that promote and celebrate
the African-American experience, attract diverse
audiences, support and develop African-American
artists, and build the self-esteem of African-American
youth. I’ve been following Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe’s activities for more than five years and they
have consistently been on track with their mission.
Last week I attended their first event of the 20112012 Season, “Love Sung In The Key of Aretha,”
written and directed by Nate Jacobs. It was another
outright hit and a big feather in the troupe’s cap. The

singing and music was simply superb and there was a
“whole lot of shaking going on.” Mind you now, not all
of the songs sung were the Queen of Soul songs, there
was a nice mix such as “Young Gifted and Black” (Nina
Simone), “I Say A Little Prayer” (Burt Bacharach, Hal
David), “You’re All I Need To Get By” (Ashford &
Simpson), “I’m In Love” (Bobby Womack), “How I
Got Over” (Clara Ward), and others. Songs sung that
we relate to Aretha were “You Make Me Feel Like A
Natural Woman,” “Bridge Over Troubled Waters,”
“Day Dreaming,” “Spirit In The Dark,” and “Call Me.”
The musical takes place in 1968 at a Florida
apartment building and at the local nightclub called
“Mattie’s.” All singing was performed by the female
actors led by one of my personal favorites Teresa
Stanley, who played the role of Mattie. Tsadok Porter
(Carolyn) kept all ears wide opened with her very
melodic voice, while Ariel Blue (Doris) delighted the
audience with her tuneful selections. There was plenty
of performance room left for the extremely talented 16year old Alyssa White (Sharon), who in May 2011 won
1st place two consecutive weeks at New York City’s
famous Apollo Theatre’s Amateur Night.
The show was presented from Dec. 14 to
Jan. 16 and enjoyed many sell out audiences.
Lorraine Hansberry’s famous and very popular
“A Raisin In The Sun” is the next presentation.
Show dates are Jan. 25 to Feb. 19.
For information, check out their website:
www.wbttsrq.org or call (941) 366-1505.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting
Live Jazz!” Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit my
website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Paterno’s Grand Experiment
Produced Perfection

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

Hyman, a Penn State alumnus
who has written two books
about Nittany Lions football
during the Paterno era.
Paterno died at 85 on
Sunday, less than three months
after being fired amid a child
sexual abuse scandal involving
one of his former assistants.
He won 409 games during
his 46 seasons at Penn State,
more than any other Division I
coach, and two national championships.
His career started modestly
in 1966, going 5-5 in his first
season as the replacement for
his mentor, Rip Engle. Engle
had had some good teams, but
the East hadn’t had a national
title winner since Syracuse in
1959 and was looked upon as a
weak region in the college
football landscape.
Paterno’s first team lost
42-8 to No. 1 Michigan State
and 49-11 to No. 4 UCLA, and
the `67 season started with a
loss to Navy.
Paterno knew, Hyman said,
that he needed to make some
changes.
Instead of being loyal to
the
upperclassmen,
``He
decided to play the best guys,’’
Pittman said.
Against Miami, Paterno
began playing his talented
sophomore class, players such
as Pittman on offense and linebackers Dennis Onkotz and

Joe Paterno in 1965

In the mid-1960s, there
was no such thing as a
Northeastern power in college
football.
Michigan State and Notre
Dame dominated the Midwest.
Bear Bryant’s Alabama teams
ruled the South. Out West,
UCLA was at its best and USC
was rising again.
Then came Joe Paterno.
“Here was this little old
school from the East that didn’t
know how to compete with the
bigger conferences,’’ said
Charlie Pittman, who played
running back at Penn State
from 1967-69.
That’s what others said
about Penn State. The Nittany
Lions knew better.
With players such as
Pittman, Franco Harris, Lydell
Mitchell, Jack Ham and Mike
Reid, Paterno changed that in
1968 and `69, with back-toback undefeated seasons.
Neither earned the Nittany
Lions a national championship. They had to settle for
No. 2 in the AP’s college
football poll each year, but
Penn State was now a national
powerhouse and Paterno was a
coaching star.
``He rose to the prominence as Penn State rose to
prominence as the leader of
Eastern football,’’ said Jordan

Jim Kates on defense.
The Nittany Lions beat the
Hurricanes 17-8 in Miami, lost
17-15 to No. 4 UCLA and
Heisman Trophy winner Gary
Beban the next week, and
finished the season 8-2-1.
``I think Joe figured it
out,’’ Hyman said. ``He knew
his system worked. He had the
talent in `67 and it only grew in
`68 and he was off to the
races.’’
Paterno had a keen eye for
talent and was skilled at
finding the best ways to use it.
``He took quarterbacks and
made them linebackers. He
took running backs and made
them defensive backs,’’ said
Pittman, who played two years
in the NFL and now is the
vice president of publishing
company based in South Bend,
Ind.
And long before every
football coach talked about the
``process’’ of preparing a team,
Paterno pored over the
smallest details and implored
his players to do the same.
``Take care of the small
stuff and the big things will
take care of themselves,’’ was
one of Paterno’s messages,
Pittman said. That meant on
the practice field and in the
classroom.
``Penn State won because
he wanted to recruit people
with the same values he had,’’
Pittman said. ``People who
wanted to compete at the
highest level and people who
wanted to participate and truly
enjoy college, not just to play
football.’’
P at ern o cal l ed i t h i s
``Grand Experiment.’’
``I always tell people we
came to Penn State as young
kids and when we left there we
were men and the reason for
that was Joe Paterno,’’

Mitchell said.
Mitchell joined Pittman in
the backfield in 1968 and Penn
State rolled to an 11-0 season
that included a 21-6 victory
against UCLA in the Rose
Bowl and concluded with a 1514 victory in the Orange Bowl
ag ai n s t B i g 8 c h a m p i o n
Kansas.
Th e n a t i o n a l c h a m p ionship, though, went to Ohio
State.
The next season Franco
Harris joined the Nittany Lions
with Pittman and Mitchell.
``Teams knew we were
going to run the ball and they
couldn’t stop us,’’ Pittman
said.
Another perfect regular
season led to the Orange Bowl,
this time to face Big 8
champion Missouri.
Still, people were skeptical
of Penn State’s success.
Pittman recalls Missouri
star receiver Mel Gray saying
the Tigers had played three
conference rivals better than
Penn State.
``I said, `You know what
we beat them too,’’ Pittman
said, referring to victories
against Kansas the season
before and Colorado and
Kansas State in 1969.
Penn State beat Missouri
10-3, but it wasn’t enough.
Texas beat Notre Dame 21-17
in the Cotton Bowl and
President Richard Nixon proclaimed
the
Longhorns
national champions.
The poll voters agreed and
Paterno never quite forgave
Nixon.
``I’d like to know, how
could the President (Richard
Nixon) know so little about
Watergate in 1973, and so
much about college football in
1969?’’ Paterno said.
Paterno and Penn State
finally won the national championship in 1982 and he added
another in 1986. The ``Grand
Experiment’’ unveiled in 1967
had produced an elite college
football program.
``By the time you go to the
end of the `69 season, when
they beat a really great
Missouri team, at that point
Penn State was really there to
stay,’’ Hyman said. ``Joe
obviously was the face of it.’’

Peña Returns To Rays On 1-Year Contract
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Tampa Bay Rays have signed
free agent first baseman Carlos
Peña to a one-year, $7.25 million
contract. The left-handed power
hitter returns to the Rays, where
he played four seasons (200710) before signing with the
Chicago Cubs in 2011.
Peña, 33, is the Rays all-time
home run leader with 144. His
.516 slugging percentage with
the Rays is best in club history,
and he ranks among franchise
leaders in RBI (407, third),
walks (373, second) and on-base
percentage (.368, second). He
was named an American League
All-Star in 2009.
In 2011 he led the Cubs with
28 home runs and 101 walks,
while batting .225 (111-for-493)

with 27 doubles, a .357 on-base
percentage and .462 slugging
percentage.
He established
career highs in games played
(153) and at-bats (493). His 101
walks ranked third in the
National League and fifth in the
majors.
“Carlos is one of the most
accomplished players in team
history and he is a great fit for
our club in 2012 both on and off
the field,” said Rays Executive
Vice
President,
Baseball
Operations Andrew Friedman.
“He adds to our offense with his
power while maintaining the
high defensive standard we
seek.”
Peña has led his team in
home runs for five consecutive
seasons (2007-11), averaging 34

home runs, 98 RBI and 95 walks
per year during this stretch. His
172 total home runs in that span
are sixth most in the majors
behind Ryan Howard, Prince
Fielder, Albert Pujols, Mark
Teixeira and Miguel Cabrera,
while his 474 walks rank fourth
after Fielder, Adam Dunn and
Pujols.
In 2007—Peña’s first season
with the Rays—he set club
records with 46 home runs, 121
RBI, 103 walks and a .411 onbase percentage. That year he
also earned an AL Silver Slugger
Award for first base and was
named Sporting News AL
Comeback Player of the Year. In
2008 he earned the AL Gold
Glove Award for first base. The
Silver Slugger and Gold Glove

awards were the first ever won
by a Rays player. In 2009 Peña
tied for the AL home run title
with Teixeira despite missing the
final 25 games of the season due
to injury. In addition, the Tampa
Bay Chapter of the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America
selected him as the Most
Valuable Ray in 2007 and the
Paul C. Smith Champion Award
winner in 2007 and 2009.
Peña helped lead the Rays to
the postseason in 2008 and 2010.
A veteran of 11 major league
seasons, he spent time with the
Texas Rangers (2001), Oakland
Athletics (2002), Detroit Tigers
(2002-05) and Boston Red Sox
(2006) prior to joining the Rays
in 2007. He has amassed 258
career home runs.

Westbrook Content
Staying With
Thunder Long Term

BY JEFF LATZKE

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) Russell Westbrook never considered waiting for what options
he might have had other than
returning to the Oklahoma City
Thunder.
The All-Star point guard,
who helped the Thunder to the
Western Conference finals last
season, was more than happy
with the only place he’s called
home in the NBA.
Westbrook signed a fiveye a r, $ 8 0 m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t

extension and returned to
Oklahoma City for the first time
Sunday for a news conference.
Westbrook says he wanted
to be somewhere he felt wanted,
and Oklahoma City has
supported him since general
manager Sam Presti made him a
surprising No. 4 pick in the
2008 draft.
Since then, Westbrook has
developed into one of the
league’s most dynamic point
guards while making his team a
title contender.

Jaguars’ Owens
Added To AFC Pro
Bowl Roster

JACKSONVILLE (AP) Jaguars
fullback
Montell
Owens has been added to the
AFC’s Pro Bowl roster.
Owens
replaces
New
England’s Matthew Slater as the
conference’s special teams
player. Owens joins running
back Maurice Jones-Drew as
the team’s only representative in
Hawaii for next Sunday’s game.
Owens, who was voted to
the Pro Bowl in 2010, led the

Jaguars in special teams tackles
in 2011 with 13 and had two
forced fumbles. He owns the
franchise record for career
special teams tackles with 108.
He has played in 91 games since
joining Jacksonville as an
undrafted free agent from
Maine in 2006. He set the
franchise’s single-season record
with 30 special teams tackles in
2009 and was named a first
alternate to the Pro Bowl.

NFL Players,
Cheerleaders To
Visit Hawaii Schools

KAILUA-KONA, Hawaii
(AP) - Professional football
players and cheerleaders will be
visiting Big Island schools.
The NFL Pro Bowl Youth
Clinics will be held Tuesday at
Kealakehe High School and
We d n e s d a y a t K e a a u H i g h

School. The two-hour clinics
will features hands-on skills and
techniques for boys and girls.
Participants will also get a shirt
autographed by players.
Big Island Mayor Billy
Kenoi says the clinics will be
memorable for the students

Bears DE Peppers
Going To Pro Bowl

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) Chicago Bears defensive end
Julius Peppers is going to the
Pro Bowl.
The Bears said Monday that
Peppers had been added to the
roster for Sunday’s game in
Hawaii, replacing Jason PierrePaul of the Super Bowl-bound
New York Giants. It will be
Peppers’ seventh appearance in
the all-star game.
Peppers had 27 tackles, 11

sacks, five tackles for losses,
three forced fumbles and two
fumble recoveries this season.
The 10-year NFLveteran has
reached double-digit sacks in
seven seasons.
Five other Bears were
named to the Pro Bowl: linebackers Lance Briggs and Brian
Urlacher, running back Matt
Forte and defensive backs
Corey Graham and Charles
Tillman.

Newton Replaces
Manning On NFC
Pro Bowl Squad

BY STEVE REED

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) Panthers rookie quarterback Cam
Newton has been added to the NFC
Pro Bowl squad.
Newton, the No. 1 overall
selection in the 2011 draft, was the
first alternate and replaces New
York’s Eli Manning on the team.
The Giants beat the San Francisco
49ers on Sunday in the NFC championship to advance to Super Bowl
XLVI.

Newton completed 310 of 517
passes for 4,051 yards passing, the
most ever by a rookie quarterback in
NFL history. He threw for 21 touchdowns with 17 interceptions this
season to post an 84.5 quarterback
rating.
Newton’s 14 rushing touchdowns are the most ever by an NFL
quarterback. He became the first
quarterback ever to throw for 4,000
yards and rush for 500 yards.
The Pro Bowl will be played
Sunday in Honolulu.
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STATE & NATIONAL
Is Governor Scott Trying To
Centralize Power In His Office?
BY ROGER CALDWELL
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ORLANDO - As the legislature prepares to tackle the
proposed budget initiated by
Governor Scott, there is an
uneasy feeling that things will
get messy this year. Governor
Scott is walking around and
articulating the great job that he
is doing, but Florida residents are
angry with the cuts that the
governor is proposing. At his
state of the state address, the
governor was greeted by protest
groups, and his job performance
rating is very low.
The Republicans control
both houses in Florida, and they
have a tendency to stick to their
agenda and support tax cuts for
businesses. Governor Scott has
continued to make cuts on the
poor and middle class residents
in the state, and cut government
programs for people in the state
who need assistance.
Governor Scott has alienated
himself and the Republican
Party from the residents in the
state, with his new policies,
which he says will save the state
money and balance the budget.
The state has a shortfall of $2
billion to $3.5 billion, and
everyone is wondering where

Scott will find the money to give
the education budget $1 billion.
He is being sued by different
organizations starting with
requiring drug testing for welfare
recipients, teachers pay based on
student performance, public
worker pension contributions,
and prison privatization. In
August, the Florida Supreme
ruled against the governor and
forced him to stop controlling
decisions on rulemaking, which
is a function of the legislative
power.
Throughout the governor’s
first year, he has been at odds
with the judges, and he is hoping
that this year’s legislative
session will give him more
power over the Florida judicial
branch. The governor would like
to dismiss certain judges that are
not sympathetic or supporting
his platform. But this is not
feasible, so the governor will
have to settle on having more
power over judicial nominating
commissions.
The judicial nominating
commissions are panels that
screen judicial applicants and
make recommendations to the
governor. A bill approved by a
House panel says that a majority
of the members on the commission serve at the pleasure of the
governor and can be removed at

any time.
T h ere i s al s o an o t h er
proposal that was approved in a
House committee, which would
give the governor more control
over regional workforce boards.
The regional workforce boards
control millions in funding
from the federal government.
Governor Scott is pushing that
the executive director and the
executive boards would serve at
the pleasure of the governor, and
could be removed or fired at any
time.
The governor also wants to
reform Florida’s college and university system by having more
control over university presidents. I am sure that Governor
Scott is upset with FAMU’s
Board of Trustees, who ignored
the governor’s request to
suspend the president of the university.
Governor Scott does not like
the checks and balances in
the state political bureaucratic
system. Governor Scott’s goal is
to get more Republicans behind
his ideas, and form allegiances
with powerful conservative
groups. He wants more power
brokers in the state to think that
he is willing to make concessions, but in reality he trying to
find ways to control more
political and funding power.

Pharmacy Phase II’s
Future Uncertain As
PECO Well Runs Dry

TA L L A H A S S E E - Wi t h
state economists projecting that
the Florida will not have any
additional Public Education
Capital Outlay (PECO) dollars
for at least the next two years,
the future of FAMU’s pharmacy
school expansion project has
become uncertain.
FAMU needs $6,049,000 to
finish up Pharmacy Phase II.
The university has received
$25,000,000 toward the total
$31,049,000 required for the
project. Without that money, the
College of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences might

be in jeopardy of failing to meet
the laboratory and classroom
space requirements of the
Acc re dita tio n C o u n ci l fo r
Pharmacy Education .
Florida’s PECO Revenue
Estimating Committee recently
lowered its projections for the
program’s maximum amounts.
PECO funds come from gas,
communications, and utility
taxes and go to public education
building projects. Those tax collections are down due to the
dismal housing market and
increase in the use of energy
efficient appliances and cell

phones (rather than landlines).
Matters have gotten even
worse now that Gov. Rick Scott
is asking public K-20 institutions to return $250M that the
Florida Legislature previously
appropriated for PECO projects.
State University System of
F l o ri d a C h an cel l o r F ran k
Brogan sent a memo informing
public universities that
payments for new projects will
be suspended. The suspension
does not apply to projects that
are already under contract.

Florida Sheriffs Association,
State Farm Commit
Resources To Improve
Teen Driving, Save Lives
TALLAHASSEE – The
Florida Sheriffs Association
(FSA) is pleased to announce
that State Farm has contributed
$100,000 to the Teen Driver
Challenge, an educational driver
improvement course developed
in 2007. The check to support
this critical youth program was
presented during the FSA MidWinter Conference banquet at
the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville
Riverfront. State Farm’s contribution is a considerable investment in Florida’s youngest
drivers that will keep our roads
safer for everyone.
The Teen Driver Challenge
was created at the request of
Florida Sheriffs to combat the
high crash and fatality rate of
t e e n dr iver s on F lorida ’s

highwa ys. In s t ru ct o rs are
ce rtifie d law en fo rcem en t
officers and certified
emergency vehicle operation
instructors. They also are
certified and licensed by the
State of Florida Division of
Highway Safety and Motors
Vehicles, under the FSA’s State
of Florida Commercial Driving
School License. This program
is the largest commercial
driving school in Florida and is
offered to teens at no charge.
Costs to run this program are
covered through contributions
from local Sheriff’s Offices
and grants from State Farm
and the Florida Department of
Transportation.
“State
Farm
strongly
supports efforts that increase

auto safety, specifically teen
driver safety,” said Julie Smith,
public affairs specialist for State
Farm. “The Teen Driver
Challenge is a perfect fit with our
overall strategy to encourage
safe driving habits in Florida.”
Based on miles driven, teens
are involved in three times as
many fatal crashes as all other
drivers. Vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of deaths for teens.
To date, more than 6,000
t een s h av e s u cces s fu l l y
completed the Teen Driver
Challenge in Florida, which is
offered in 40 of the 67 Sheriffs’
Offices in Florida. To register
for the program or find class
offerings in your area, please
contact your local Sheriff’s
Office.

NAACP Statement On The
State Of The Union Address
WASHINGTON, D.C –
The NAACP has released
th e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t s
regarding tonight’s State of the
Union Address.
From Roslyn M. Brock,
Ch a i r m a n o f t h e N A A C P
National Board of Directors:
““President
Obama’s
address this evening emphasizing a renewal of American
values around equity and
fairness spoke directly to
many of the critical policy
principles that our members
care deeply about and have
b e e n f i g h t i n g f o r. T h e
President’s proposals for job
creation and to tackle the foreclosure crisis are critical steps
toward ensuring that all
Americans truly benefit from
our nation’s recovery. We
applaud him for addressing the
NAACP’s
long-standing
priority of economic stability
and progress in communities

of color.”
Fr o m B e n j a m i n To d d
Jealous, NAACP President
and CEO:
“President Obama has a
plan for bringing jobs back –
back to our country, back to
every state, back to every
block in the hardest-hit
communities. Congress is
dominated by obstructionists
who are all too willing to let
millions of families and
children suffer endlessly if it
advances their petty political
pu r p o s e s . I t i s t i m e f o r
America to be America again.
It is time for the people to
insist that politicians stop their
partisan stalling. It is time for
Congressional obstructionists
to be a part of the solution and
to show the leadership their
constituents are dying for.”
From Hilary O. Shelton,
NAACP Senior Vice President
for Advocacy and Policy and

Director of the Washington
Bureau:
“Since the outset of the
economic crisis, the NAACP
has worked diligently to
convince the President and
Congressional leaders that job
creation cannot wait. We have
met with President Obama
several times, and have been
encouraged by his vision for
this country and this economy.
We look forward to advocating on behalf of his forwardlooking agenda. ”
Founded in 1909, the
NAACP is the nation’s oldest
and largest civil rights organization. Its members throughout the United States and the
world are the premier
advocates for civil rights in
their communities, conducting
voter mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the
public and private sectors

January Is Glaucoma
Awareness Month

WASHINGTON, D.C. As you and your loved ones
watch the dawning of 2012,
everyone is hopeful of what
the New Year will bring —
reunions, graduations,
marriages, and other fun
family occasions. January is
Glaucoma Awareness Month.
Make seeing your best a part
of your new beginning by
doing what you can to make
sure your eyes are healthy. If
you are African American age
40 or older, have diabetes, or
have a family history of
glaucoma, put learning more
about this disease on your resolution list for the New Year.
Glaucoma is a group of
diseases that can damage the
optic nerve of the eye and
result in vision loss and
blindness. Primary open-angle
glaucoma is the most common
form. In this condition, fluid

builds up in the front chamber
of the eye, and the optic nerve
is damaged by the resulting
increase in eye pressure.
“Glaucoma affects more than
2 million people nationwide
and is a leading cause of vision
loss and blindness in African
Americans. In fact, African
Americans are at risk of developing it at an earlier age.
Gl a u c o m a h a s n o e a r l y
warning signs or symptoms,
and most people don’t know
this,” said Dr. James Tsai,
chair of the Glaucoma
Subcommittee for the National
Eye Institute (NEI) National
Eye Health Education
Program. “It’s very important
that people don’t wait until
they notice a problem with
their vision to have an eye
exam.”
There is no pain associated
with glaucoma. As the disease

progresses, a person may
eventually notice his or her
side vision decreasing. If the
disease is left untreated, the
field of vision narrows and
vision loss may result. “Most
studies show that at least half
of all persons with glaucoma
don’t know they have this
potentially blinding disease,”
said Dr. Paul Sieving, director
of NEI, National Institutes of
Health. “Glaucoma can be
detected through a comprehensive dilated eye exam. NEI
encourages all people at higher
risk of glaucoma—African
Americans age 40 and older;
everyone age 60, especially
Mexican Americans; and those
with a family history—to get a
dilated eye exam every one to
two years, because early
detection and treatment may
save your sight.”

Bethune-Cookman
University President
Trudie Kibbe Reed To Retire
DAYTONA BEACH - Dr.
Trudie Kibbe Reed is stepping
down from her role as
president of BethuneCookman University (B-CU ).
At the age of 64, Reed has
made the decision to enter
retirement after seven and a
half years of service to the
institution.
During her tenure,
Bethune-Cookman achieved
university status with the
launch of its first master’s
degree program in transformative leadership, earned its

highest enrollment in history,
graduated its largest class on
record, received an A bond
rating and improved its
physical plant by building
several new buildings on
campus, which were fully paid
for without debt to the university. When Reed arrived at
Bethune-Cookman,
the
endowment was $28 million
and has increased to $43
million today.
Additionally, the university has received seven accreditations in approximately 18

months, including reaffirmation of accreditation with no
recommendations for improvement from the the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on
Colleges.
Reed will remain at the
University during this transition until a departure date is
determined by the board of
trustees.
For more information,
please contact B-CU
Chairman Larry R.
Handfield: (305) 576-1011.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

CHURCH DIRECTORY

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012

First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Br o . R ob er t Sm i th

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

HAS GOD CHOSEN YOU?
SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S. 327-9711
Women’s Retreat in March! Call for reservation information!

Visit
Us!

SSTBC.org (website)
WRXB (1590 AM) - Sundays, 11 AM
Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM • Southside Institute of Biblical Studies - Wed. 7:30 PM

Rev. Richard Jackson
and Rev. Henry Payne
Co-Pastors
Women’s Growth Institute
holds Community
Bible Study (CBS)
1st & 3rd Saturdays
Nov. - April 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Studying Ephesians
Childcare available
for ages 2-6

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK

11

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults (18
– 25) our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
p.m. in the Youth Education
Building located at 921 20th St.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of social
outlets for ages 6-18. Your child
can learn basic Christian values
through Scouting. Cub and Boy
Scouts meet every Monday at

6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts meet
every first, third and fifth
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at 12 noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.
We invite you, your family

and friends to join us for weekly
uplifting and spirit filled
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every second,
third, fourth Sunday at 10 a.m.
in the Youth Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
S u n d ay, J an. 29 - Annual
Ministries Open House: All
M i n i s tr ies of Frie ndship
Missionary Baptist Church
wants to share what we are
doing and invites you to visit
our tabletop presentations.
There will be representatives to
talk with at each table to learn
more about a particular
ministry. Open House will be
available for both services.
Feb. 16-18, Thursday –
Friday - 6:30 – 9 p.m. The
Ship’s Music Ministry will be

hosting: “Revitalizing the Pews;
Evangelizing
through
the
Message of Music.” This event
is a Choir Workshop and
Orientation. The workshop is
open for new membership!
Registration: Feb. 16 at 6
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18 at 9 a.m. –
2 p.m. All attendees should be 18
and older. If you are interested,
please contact Jeremy Jackson,
Minister of Music or the Church
Office at 727-906-8300
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for the
position of Assistant Minister of
Music/Organist. The ability to
read music - musically trained
or holds a degree in music is
preferred. Done by the order of
the Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Incorporated.
Please contact FBMC Office
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcome you to open our doors.
Friendships’ Morning Services
starts at 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. Sunday School begins at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday
night at 7 p.m. as we study the
Book of Hebrews, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7 p.m. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for the
Month of January
Jan. 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Hosted
by
Southside
Tabernacle Church. Nightly

meetings begin at 7 p.m. with
refreshments served at 6:30
p.m. Children and Youth
worship begins at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday.
Jan. 28 - St. Mark New
Member Fellowship Dinner
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Jan. 29 - Mission Emphasis
Sunday
Coming in the Month of
February
Feb. 3 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.
Feb. 10-11 - Mid-Winter
Board held at St. John in
Arcadia, Florida
Feb. 19 - Church Outing to
Galilee M. B. Church at 3:30
p.m.
Feb. 20 - Church Outing to
First Baptist Institutional at 7
p.m.Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts

each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn
“What Baptists Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising
are held on Wednesday evening,
at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and

Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on love,
forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Faith Bible Institute a three

year degree course in the study
of the bible begins Monday,
Jan. 30, at 6:30 p.m. For additional information you may
contact Joi Turner-McKnight
at the church office 727-327-0554.
Prayer Breakfast is
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 4.
at 8:30 a.m. Join us and be physically and spiritually fed.
“Deeper Into God’s Word We
Shall Delve In 2012” II Timothy
2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om. Website: www.bmmbc.org

St. John Missionary Baptist Church

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

Church News due by 4 p.m. on Monday of each week

St. John Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 3200 5th
Ave. S. Celebrating our 51st

church anniversary. "Afternoon
in Red" Program Sunday, Jan.
29, at 3 p.m. Speaker will be

Joann Gilmore from Divine
Worship House of God. Pastor,
Elder Hercules Gilmore

Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church

The General Mission
M i n i s t r y, F a i t h M e m o r i a l
Missionary Baptist Church,
1800 - 18th Ave.nue South, St.

Petersburg has their Clothes
Closet (Clothing Give-Away
gently, quality used men’s,
w o m e n ’s a n d c h i l d r e n ’s

clothing) Saturday, Jan. 28, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. The community
is welcome. Contact Lynn
Gordon at 727-365-6400.
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